Corpus Chrisfi Procession near Salzburg
cattle returned down to the village. Later on, in autumn,
the harvest thanksgiving would unite all the folks for
games and dances on the village common,
When, on Epiphany Day, the farmer's wife marked all
the doors of the homestead and stables with the symbols
C+M+B (standing for the names of the three saints
Caspar, Melchior, Balthasar) to bring down new bless-
ings on the farm, it was merely one link in the long
chain of devout practices which encompassed all of life.
At every meal grace was said under the crucifix in the
shrine corner of the room, at Christmas and Easter the
appropriate passages in the Bible were read aloud.
Customs like these enhanced and strengthened the unity
of the family, which by the way included the servants,
who usually worked in the same house for many years.
During the nineteenth and twentieth centuries this
form of rural life was greatly changed. There ensued the
enfranchisement of the peasants and, beginning about
1850, the agrarian land settlement, that long^protracted